PTA minutes - Monday 7th June 2010

Present:  Alex Baller, Amanda Smith, Anne Forrest, Fleur Hitchcock, Rosy Ritchie, Caroline Metz.

Apologies:  Sally Gupta, Fiona Cassidy, Elaine Curtin, Susannah Duval, Claire Lister, Anna Glasbrook

Minutes of the last meeting were approved.

PTA Committee.  Debbie must be able to give up the treasuryship by the end of the summer term,  With this in mind, someone needs to start to take over from the 1st of July.  Elaine, Claire Lister, and Rebecca Wheeler have all come forward with a view to possible job share, and it is hoped that some combination could take on the job.  Amanda and Anne said that they would have further discussions with all involved.

Does anyone feel able to take over the chair?  We are at present without a chair – Amanda is officially the secretary of the PTA and is effectively doing both jobs.  It must be remembered that the PTA is responsible for raising most of the schools ‘wish list’ money. Without it, the school would be a much poorer place.  If you feel you can help please talk to Amanda.

Accounts:

The cakes sales made:  

BTS on 30/4 £51.90

George on 28/5   £82.08  (Wow!)

The sponsored walk has raised £2374.87, so far, so well done everyone for tapping into those relatives so successfully.  If you have any sponsorship money outstanding please bring it in so that we know just how much we have raised.

The cost of industry week was £115.69

It looks as though, adding all this together that the laptop fund now stands at an amazing £9200! 

Cake sale dates:

Joyce , Friday 18th June

Mill, Thursday 22nd june  (This, because the Friday is an inset day).

Freshford Fete on Saturday 12th June.  

· In view of the 50p charge that everyone has to pay on entry, whether or not they are helping,  it was suggested that the PTA buy a strip of entry stickers that would at least cover the children running the stalls.  The committee agreed. 

· Gazebos.  We have ordered one 10x 10ft gazebo, but would welcome the loan of two more pop up Gazebos for Saturday.  Can anyone help with this?

· We will need help (9.00am to midday) to erect the gazebos and get the tables from the school.  We also need the help of someone with a big car to transport the tables. 

· Bunting. In the PTA cupboard

· Charlie has agreed to lend her plastic mugs and we will bring water containers so that the children can keep hydrated.

· We will allocate tables for each stall in the morning.  If you turn up before 1.30 in the afternoon then you can set up then and please use the table you have been allocated.

· Can stall holders please arrive by 1.30pm and bring a tin with a lid for their floats?

· Can stall holders make all signs and posters before they come to the fete, also bring sellotape to fix them to the tables/gazebos

· ICE CREAM – Amanda is putting together a rota, Rosy is supplying a scoop, also Amanda. Luci has ordered Marshfield ice Cream, Sally G has bought the flakes.  Price for ice cream £1.50 for a 99, £1.20 for an ice cream.  It was thought we might be able to borrow the ice cream poster from the shop (Anne to action) , and the fete committee will bring the freezer up from the hall.

Disco 16th June.  Thanks to Sally G. who said that it was ‘all sorted’!

Summer hampers raffle.

This has been moved to the 2nd July – so pray for fine weather.  Sorry for the inconvenience but Ralph Allen have put their induction day on the 1st.   

Amanda has written a letter to explain the idea of the mixed hampers.  Susannah has been making us a fancy raffle ticket.  All contributions by 28th June.  Fleur and Amanda will co-ordinate to find suitable bucket/hamper containers.  Anne will check with Claire Lister about numbering the raffle tickets, last year they were hand numbered which was very laborious.   The raffle tickets need to be in the book bags by Friday 18th June.  

Sports day.  Also moved to the 2nd July.  We will need to borrow the beakers and put together a collection of cafetieres and hot jugs to do coffee.  It was agreed that coffee and tea would be by donation as the rushes of children and juice and coffee can get very busy.  We suggest a donation of £1 for each coffee/tea.  Sally G has purchased real coffee, tea, sugar etc.   Fleur will buy 180 ice lollies for the children and toddlers, to be stored in the hall freezer.  We will need help with serving drinks and it would be nice if the helpers were ‘not the usual suspects’ so if you are usually at work and have taken the morning off, do come forward.  If you can help, please email: fleur.hitchcock@dsl.pipex.com

Hinton Fete  We will need an ice cream rota for this.  Can we use parentmail yet?  Rosy suggested an email rota.  Amanda to investigate.

Quiz night Friday 9th July. 7.30 for 8 o’clock start.  £10 each including a drink. Teams of 6.

There will not be a PTA meeting before this, so we need a mini meeting of those involved.   Di has kindly agreed to do the tickets and poster, and Fiona has loosely agreed to do the wine but would like help with this as she is working that day.  Charlie will do platters, Fleur will decorate the hall,  (helpers please).  Ingrid and Sally agreed to do the ticket sales and Amanda can provide  a list of last year’s teams.  Scorers may be Jacob Metz and Rufus Mckay.  If you can help with the quiz please contact:fleur.hitchcock@dsl.pipex.com.

Leavers’ origami.  If you fancy a bit of paper folding on the last few days of term, please contact Anne. This is a very nice way for the year 6s to mark their time at Freshford.

Fireworks. 5th November

Susannah has had exploratory conversations with Northern Lights about the fireworks.    There was much discussion about the fireworks, with the feeling of the meeting that the event has outgrown the venue, reaching as it now does, beyond even the immediate village community.  Key facts being the suitability and safety of the site (ie scout hut), the parking issues (A36 being heavily used), and the availability of first aid.  Now that such a large number of people attend the event, we should really have St John’s ambulance in attendance, who when approached in the past have declined due to lack of resources, and some sort of organised parking.  The meeting agreed that any standard school risk assessment would inevitably come back with a very high risk status, and felt, whilst there is a willingness among some to be involved with organising the event again,  that this was becoming too great a responsibility to rest on the shoulders of PTA committee members.   It was suggested that the organisation of the fireworks be handed over to the rest of the community with the PTA’s assistance.  Exploratory conversations will be had with Homewood Park and Friends of Freshford.  Even if they do not take it on, it was felt that having a 'year off' would be no bad thing, giving us a chance to regroup and possibly downsize the event next time for the sake of people's safety.  It was noted that if we are not going ahead we need to let Northern Lights know as soon as possible so they may make other arrangements.

Jumble Sale – this has provisionally been set for 13th November.

Grown up Disco.  Tom Saunders has agreed to do a themed (or not themed) disco on Friday 8th or Saturday 9th October.  Caroline has not yet confirmed availability of the hall with Charlie, so the date could move.  Tom says he can hire the lighting and other equipment from a friend for around £100.  The committee agreed that we should pursue this, with discussion of 70s 80s or 90s or fancy dress? Any ideas come forward to Caroline Metz.

Review of Events:

Sponsored walk.  This has so far raised £2374.87, and rising.  Anne has thanked the Hignets at Iford by phone, but Amanda and Fleur will write a letter to them as well. It was asked that the children follow suit.  Thank you to all the parents and grandparents who walked and who gave money for the lap top fund.  

Oxfam Collection – it was suggested that we increase to three collections a year – Ingrid is happy to coordinate for us. At present we still don’t know how much we raised, but it wasn’t quite a ton.  So more books next time please!

Suggestions for Christmas and other fundraisers:

Pampered Chef ( though there may be too much coverage in this area)  Jamie Oliver party, Safari supper (good for the summer?) Ball?  A musical evening for adults and children?    Gourmet People?  This is a card discount system for use in Bath restaurants.  Also a book about Bath published by Parragon.  There will be concentrated discussion of Autumn term events at the next meeting.

Next Meeting:  Monday 19th July at 9.15  Coffee provided at Amanda’s house, Little Mead, Freshford.  

