Minutes of PTA Meeting -  19th July 2010 

Present:  Ingrid Maher-Roberts, Fiona Cassidy, Alex Baller, Amanda Smith, Ruth Tallboys,  Ann Forbes, Rebecca Wheeler, Paul Charlton Thomson, Anne Forrest, Susannah Duval, Luci Smolarek, Fleur Hitchcock, Elaine Curtin.

Apologies: Debbie Brunt, Caroline Metz, Sally Gupta, Catherine Bruton.

Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising.

PTA letter and thank you for the Cartwright Hignetts  still hasn’t been done.  Amanda has a good card, and suggested one of Pippa’s digital photos to send. Also tell them the good news that we raised £3,720.

PTA Committee

Debbie is finishing as Treasurer but has kindly offered to present final accounts for  08/09 at the September meeting.  Elaine Curtin and Claire Lister will now share the job of Treasurer.  Elaine will be dealing with the accounts/book-keeping side and Claire will be managing the financial side of events with floats, expenses, etc.  The bank account signatories will transfer in September.

Amanda is unsure of her commitment for next year but is currently acting Chair.    Fleur is acting Secretary – if anyone else would like to step forward, please do.

Accounts

Debbie was unable to attend the meeting but submitted a comprehensive report – please see details at the end of these minutes. 

Debbie confirmed that with the takings from the recent Quiz Night we have now made the full £12,000 requested at the beginning of the year for the Laptop Fund!   Anne offered many thanks to everyone involved in raising such a huge sum.  We need to put stickers on the 'thermometer' with the children and thank them for their contribution.  Amanda to arrange with Anne.  Congratulations to all!

Debbie confirms that details of the Accounts 2008/09  have been submitted to the Charities Commission before the deadline.  Accounts for 2009/10 to be completed in the Autumn Term, also by DB.

Special thanks to Debbie for doing a ‘temporary’ job for such a long time.  She has left the finances in very clear order.  We all appreciate what a great contribution she has made to the workings of our treasury.

Events Remaining this term

Leavers Origami – Susannah is taking charge of this, with possible help from Sarah McCurdie if needed.  Fiona still has last year’s box of origami and will titivate and put in the library.

Recycool box hasn’t been sorted through yet – Please remember that we can recycle printer cartridges and mobile phones, and the school gets money for it. Please check the Recycool website for details of acceptable/non-acceptable cartridges and toners.

Mill cake sale this Thursday 22nd.  On the subject of cakes, it was suggested that next year at the end of year concert, the cakes are offered in the interval, while the year 6 are changing for their play.

Book hamper.  If you read any fabulous books over the summer, do leave them in the book hamper in the corridor for others to enjoy in the autumn – similarly if you need reading matter over the summer, check the book hamper at Thursday’s cake sale.

Autumn Term Events

Adult Disco – Numbers were down at the disco of 18th December last year but Caroline has now secured the much more favourable date of Saturday 25th September for what will be our first major event of the academic year, and  DJ Tom Saunders has offered his services. He will have to hire lights, and PA which Tom thinks will cost about £100.  If Tom gets a paid booking for that night then his friend will do the disco for a small extra charge. It was thought that the smoke machine reduced inhibitions and might be well worth the extra cost of hiring.   As to theme – some sort of nostalgia that allowed people to dress up.  To be decided.  Caroline and Di to produce a flyer before the end of term so that parents can put the date in their diaries before we disperse for the summer.

Fireworks – at the end of the last meeting we felt that the fireworks might not be viable, for various reasons but Paul has been addressing the issues of  –  first aid, health and safety of the venue, parking etc as follows:

 First aid -  Paul has spoken to St Johns Ambulance and applied for their attendance on 5/11 – he is hopeful that we might get someone to come along – possibly a First Aid tent or even an ambulance. 

Health and safety –  Avon and Somerset fire dept came out to Brown’s Field.  They were concerned that any parking at all in Abbey Lane would prevent them from being able to access the site with a fire engine or ambulance – so we would need to ensure this does not happen.  But otherwise happy with the site.

Parking - Homewood Park Hotel are hoping to help us with the parking. Paul to confirm with Denis and ascertain number of parking spaces available. Police also said they could provide cones to prevent parking in dangerous areas such as Abbey Lane and the A36.  

To deal with the numbers – it was thought that we could sell parking (at Homewood) with the tickets to a certain number of people, other tickets would say that there was No parking on site.  All tickets would be sold in advance and that would be stated on the posters.  In order to encourage people to buy in advance, we would charge nearly double for any on the door tickets, and total ticket sales to be kept to a maximum of 500.   We need to start advertising tickets for sale in September. 

The Samba band will be approached to do the entertainment. Further discussions to be had about entertainments/stalls/food.

Concern was raised (as ever) about the suitability of the scout hut and we agreed to minimize its use.  

It was thought that we could go ahead with the event as the major health and Safety issues look as though they can be covered.   (A provisional booking has already been made by Susannah with Northern Lights – our firework providers).  Susannah, Paul and Elaine agreed to form a fireworks sub-committee.  It was noted that we ask Andy Jones about security and David Tucker about fences etc.  If you are interested in being on the committee for the fireworks please contact one of the above.  

Meeting for the firework committee:    Tuesday 7th September 6.30  venue to be arranged.

Jumble sale:  Set for 13th November.  Ruth and Holly to organise. A reminder to phone Michael who is so good with the dealers on the White Elephant stall.   Also we need the help of Vora and Janet.  Ruth to co-ordinate.

Spring Jumble sale will be 19th March 2011.

Oxfam Collection - Ingrid wondered if there was a possibility of four collections per year – two to follow our jumble sales, also perhaps to do a 'book amnesty' in September.  And one further collection in the summer. Advertise the summer one. 

Could we keep the jumble from Saturday to Monday in vans?  If Oxfam could pick up in the week immediately after the jumble then there would be no need to store it all. 

Children’s disco on 17th November at the Memorial Hall.  Thanks to Sally and Catherine for fixing the date prior to this meeting.

Christmas Fundraisers.  Anne Forrest suggested the children ran a stall at the Friends of Freshford fair, selling their own handmade wares for PTA.   Ann Forbes wondered if the fair itself was in doubt this year.  Anne Forrest will talk to Richard Blamey about this.

School fundraisers.  Amanda proposed a calendar, but it was thought there were too many already being made by parents/families. Christmas cards – should we do this again or skip a year?  Wrapping paper?  This could be Christmassy or have another design  which might be useful for all year round sales.    Luci to look into ways/costs of producing the paper. 

School directory – Fiona said she was willing to produce this again.  Luci asked if we could scatter advertising through the pages.  Paul volunteers to help with data.  We need to decide whether to charge for it this time.  It was thought that we should produce this early in the autumn term if this works for Fiona.  It might also be useful to add key school dates as well as details of class reps etc.

Cake sale dates – Anne had to leave the meeting early so these need to be confirmed with school :  

Friday 24th September – Joyce;   Friday 22nd October – Mill;  Friday 26th November – Ashe;  Nativity - George & By the Sea (provisionally set for Friday 10th December but tbc)

Class reps – Questions were raised about the usefulness of the Class Rep?  Should they be there?  The general consensus was Yes – they are particularly useful for the infant classes.  Can we ask existing class reps to continue next year, and we can fill in the gaps at the September meeting?  Also could cake sale monitors please continue? 

Review of recent events:

Sponsored walk -  This was so thoroughly enjoyed by many, it was suggested that an annual walk would be great – but perhaps it need not always be sponsored.  

Freshford Fete – went well.  A busy day.  We raised a lot of money and big thank yous to all of you who worked so hard to make it enjoyable. The children's stalls looked beautiful and were the highlight of the afternoon (we're not biased or anything!).  It was re-emphasised at the meeting that all money raised by the children goes to the Village Hall – none comes back to the PTA.  The village hall is a vital resource for the school, relied on for PE and events throughout the year; Anne pointed out that FMH does charge the LA and school some rent for our use of the hall.

Disco -  we were pleased to invite the Year 7s.  It was noted, though, that very few of them came. Perhaps the autumn disco is more relevant to them?  Otherwise well attended and much enjoyed, very many thanks to all those that helped and to the organisers.

Hampers – Takings may have been reduced by the proximity of the Sponsored walk, and a general summer flagging of enthsiasm for fundraisers!   – next year we would like to run a raffle at Easter, once again.  Many thanks to all of you for filling the hampers with such excellent imaginative prizes.  A still healthy £432 was raised. 

Sports morning went well.   Thanks to the washing up teams. 

Hinton fete – also went well – thanks to all of you who sold ice cream.  Hinton Fete committee normally make a generous donation to school later in the year.

Quiz night – big thanks to Paul for the questions – Jules for the cider, Charlie, Jules and Ruth for the food,  Fiona, Claire and Luci for the bar and everyone for coming along and pitting your wits against each other.  Paul is willing to do another and it was thought that in the dark evenings of the Winter term a quiz might be very welcome. Start time was discussed, because we ran on until 11, but 8.00pm was thought to be the earliest that baby sitters could be installed. Ruth thought that the food could be easily co-ordinated and Luci suggested that a chilli recipe was circulated and everyone could make and bring.

Any Other Business

School Gazebo hire – a reminder that the new school pop-up gazebo is available for hire at £15 a session - Bunting £10.  If you have both, we can offer a cut price of £20.

A discussion inspired by the children ensued regarding the possibility of having a Mac computer in school.  Children who have Macs at home can be disadvantaged when they bring in their homework as the school PCs cannot always access it.  Paul offered to price this though it was thought to cost around £1,200.  This would of course, need to be discussed further with staff.

Nicola Murray has kindly offered to run a netball club after school and has asked whether the PTA might fund the purchase of kit (approximately £70).  It was agreed that we don't know what we can spare at present, having sunk almost everything into the laptop fund.  Following the meeting, however, we discover that school may already own some useful kit which Nicola would be welcome to investigate and borrow.

Wellow Horticultural Society –  have an event on 4th September and are offering stands to anyone wanting to run a skills-based stall with prizes for children.  If anyone would like to run a stall on behalf of PTA please contact Amanda for further details.

Photos from the walk – Paul  has some photos  of the sponsored walk available here – copy and paste these links – and the password is ‘george’   http://webalbum.bonusprint.com/UK/goto.ashx?url=4d1d29a03a8a4ad2bff6b76c821ce65e
And of sports day, where the password is ‘somerset’:

http://webalbum.bonusprint.com/UK/goto.ashx?url=d91e43b294f34a3e958085b7aee3ffd1
If you want them in a less condensed form, please contact Paul. 

Rachel Ashworth and Ann Forbes have approached teachers about doing impromptu – school photos .  These are going to be taken on Tuesday afternoon (Wednesday for Ashe).  How they are printed/circulated has still to be arranged, but it was thought that they could be done at a cost of around £2 each. 

Our next PTA Meeting will be Monday 13th September 7.45pm – Inn at Freshford.  Look forward to seeing you then.  In the meantime, best wishes to all parents and teachers (and children!) for a fantastic summer.

Treasurer’s Notes For PTA Meeting 19 July 2010

Monies raised:

· Sponsored Walk on 21/5 raised a grand total of £3,720.

· Oxfam Bags on 28/4 raised £144.00.

· The School Disco on 16/6 made £176.91.

· Joyce Class Cake Sale on 18/6 made £45.90.

· Donations for coffee on Sports Morning on 2/7 (minus the cost of the children’s ice lollies) raised £8.44.

· Summer Hampers Raffle on 2/7 made £432.90.

· Uniform Shop donation for 2009/10 was £500.

Monies outstanding:

· Quiz Night on 9/7 – all expenses still not in.  (Early indications min £300.)

· Donation from Hinton Fete on 3/7.

Expenditure:

· Arts Week - £311.48.

· Robin Davies, re: independent review of PTA Accounts for 2008/09 - £25.

· Face Paints (primarily for Freshford Fete but also as an investment for the school) - £28.07.

Outstanding Expenditure:

· A/w confirmation from AF, re: any Skern Lodge contribution required.  (AF has confirmed no contributions required.)

· A/w details from HL, re: cost of gazebo and photocopier costs (amount of deferred payment for this year and new quarterly cost wef September 2010).

