Freshford School PTA Meeting 23rd April 2009

Present:
Susannah Duval (Chair), Debbie Brunt (Treasurer), Amanda Parker (Secretary), Charlie Murray, Fleur Hitchcock.

Apologies:
Andrew Wishart, Fiona Cassidy, Sheena Powell, Claire Lister

The Minutes of the last meeting were approved.

Review of fundraising

· The Easter hampers raised a wonderful £731.78 with an additional £80.56 from the cream teas on the day of the draw.  

· Thanks for all the kind donations for the hampers and to all who baked scones, biscuits, and made jam.  The help with selling on the day was much appreciated and indeed we could have done with some extra helpers as the cream tea stall was almost overrun.

· Fleur suggested that more advance notice would have been useful, both for donations for the hampers and for time to sell raffle tickets.  We agreed next time to merge the information regarding the hampers into a single letter rather than writing to each class separately as some of these letters seemed to go astray.

· The Invitation book raised £164.09, representing a sale of 35 copies.  Thanks to all who bought the book and we hope you enjoy using it.  Susannah reported that there was a great deal of administration involved in this fundraiser and we agreed that this coupled with the fact that so much money has to pass through the PTA books means that it is not particularly worthwhile doing again.

· Following last summer’s beer festival at the Inn, Box Brewery have rather belatedly been in contact with us and confirmed that once their end of year accounts are complete we should receive our share of the profits.  Amount to be confirmed.

Accounts

· Debbie reported that the Accounts are now complete and are due in by the end of May.  The Trustee report remains to be completed; Debbie has been in contact with the Charities Commission and has the matter in hand.

· Debbie provided details of the items we have bought for the school recently, the total cost of which comes to £2240.09

· George Class have a superb wooden play kitchen

· The other classes all have construction kits such as Lego and Connex.

· Chris Cycowski has been able to update her teaching equipment.

· The funds raised from the fireworks were used to buy the projector/magnifier at a cost of £1288.68.

· We have paid for the photocopier for a further six months, costing £460.62

· We spent £1248 on Industry week, providing workshops and materials for the juniors and food for the infants’ cafes.  Homewood Park kindly donated the day that the infants spent at the hotel.

· We agreed to authorise £60 for the purchase of multi-cultural books for the school library.

· The above expenditure represents over £5,000 of  PTA funds so we can give ourselves a big pat on the back for the valuable contribution we have been able to make to school life.

· We are awaiting our notice boards which should enable us to update parents more regularly on progress and events.

Projects for fundraising

· Financial details for Industry Week are provided above.  The week seemed to be a great success and the children clearly enjoyed themselves.

· We await requests from Anne and Andrew regarding Arts Week.

· Susannah will ask Year 6 parents whether anyone would like to volunteer to organise autograph books for this year’s leavers.





SD
Ongoing Organisation

· Amanda requested help with Minute taking for some meetings, owing to the prohibitive costs of babysitting.  Fleur kindly agreed to step in occasionally from October.
· We expressed an interest in holding more PTA social events, with less of an emphasis on fundraising.  Amanda volunteered to hold a coffee morning at her house in Freshford on Friday May 15th.  Invitations for this will follow.  



        SD/AP
Ongoing Events

· Fiona has confirmed that she would still like to produce a new School Directory though this will now be for the autumn term to take new families into account.

· The recent Joyce cake sale raised £17.18.  Gill sent apologies for not sending out letters in advance and we agreed to name the monitors for forthcoming cake sales in these minutes to help with giving enough notice.  Thanks to those who speed baked on the day.

· The next cake sales are as follows:

George Class
Anne Forbes

1 May 
(letter to go out this Friday)
AF

BTS

Amanda Parker
22 May




AP

Forthcoming Events

· The Bags to School will be collected from school  on Monday 8 June.  Susannah to organise the distribution of bags and to set up a reminder notice on Thursday 4 June.

SD
· We are to hold an Alternative Health/Therapy or Pamper Day in school on Sunday 7 June.  Practitioners will be in school from 4 til 10pm approximately and are offering discount rates of £15/session.  Parents and their friends can choose from aromatherapy massage, Indian head massage, reflexology, hydrotherapy and more. Appointments will be made in advance, and for ease of administration we will be asking for cash payments on the day. There will be manicurists on hand as well as stalls offering candles, lavender products, aloe vera etc.  The PTA will also provide refreshments.

· The Freshford Fete is coming up on Saturday 13 June.  We will be responsible as before for the ice cream, the bouncy castle and the children’s stalls.  

· Charlie will let Shirley of the fete committee know our requirements as to floats.
CM
· we have agreed that the Freshford Fete committee will deal with all accounting and donate our agreed percentage of funds after their treasurer has completed the accounts. 

· We also agreed it would be preferable if any children and families running stalls could be allowed free entry to the fete.  Charlie to contact the fete committee.

CM
· Susannah to discuss the children’s stalls with Anne/Andrew and to seek volunteers for the PTA stalls.  Please let her know if you will be available to help.
        SD/ALL
· Susannah is sending round a note requesting a disco coordinator.  It was decided not to book a date for the disco until we have someone in place for this.



SD
School website

A reminder to Susannah and Amanda to update the PTA element of the website.

SD/AP
Date of Next meeting

We will meet again on Monday 18 May at The Stag Inn, Hinton Charterhouse at 7.45pm

