PTA Meeting 8 June 2009

Present: Susannah Duval, Amanda Parker, Anne Forrest, Charlie Murray

Apologies: Debbie Brunt, Fleur Hitchcock, Sheena Powell

The Minutes of the last meeting were approved.

Chair position

Susannah is leaving her role as Chair of the PTA at the end of this term.  We only have one more meeting before the summer and this one was attended by only three parents.  We urgently need more people to come forward, not only for the position of Chair but to boost the support at these meetings and maintain a committee and the continuity of the PTA's work.  Please do consider whether you can do more to help.

Review of Fundraising

· The Therapy Evening proved to be a valuable social occasion and forty clients were well and truly pampered.  Enormous thanks are due to Sheena for masterminding the event and to Susannah and all who gave their time to made the evening possible, and made the school premises look so beautiful.  We will contact Naomi Lightwater to thank her for coordinating the evening.  It was felt that it would be well worth holding another event on the same lines with a modicum of remodelling ie less catering.  Spring was proposed as a possible time to do this, as that is a time when people are often thinking about a health pick-me-up.  It was also suggested that vouchers could be sold in December as attractive Christmas gifts. Susannah to discuss the various options with Sheena.   

SD

· Bags to School left school on Monday afternoon.  The collection was much delayed but there was a good amount of clothing etc so thanks to all who brought in the bags.

· Box Brewery have been  in touch with Susannah today with regard to our share of the takings from the Inn at Freshford Beer Festival, and a cheque is winging its way to us. Amount to be confirmed at the next meeting.

· The Coffee morning was very well attended. Thanks to Amanda for holding this event  and to Susannah, Charlie and Amanda for the cakes.  This kind of occasion provides a welcome opportunity for parents from the different school years  to get to know one another a little better and we hope to set up another coffee social before the end of this term.

Accounts

· The end of year accounts have been completed. Thanks to Debbie for all her magnificent work on this.

· The Trustees report is now complete and has been signed by the Trustees.  Debbie to report at next meeting on what remains to be done for Charities Commission in the next academic year.  
DB

· The recent cake sales have proved very successful. George Class raised a stunning £74.55 with By-the-Sea following with an excellent £62.10.  Languishing PTA videos were also sold at the BTS sale and may be sold off at future sales.  Please will cake sale monitors feel free to find these in the PTA cupboard.

Projects for fundraising

· Anne reported on Arts Week which proved to be a tremendously enjoyable and fruitful project and an excellent exercise in working together for children of different ages.  This has been a very low cost week so the PTA is not to be asked for any funding. 

· The Visualiser which the PTA funded has been amazingly useful and exciting.

Forthcoming events

· Yellow Moon catalogues should be in book bags by the end of the week.  Amanda felt that we should have a break from Yellow Moon once the Christmas catalogue has been circulated. 
AP

· The next cake sale is to be held by Ashe on 26th June.  Claire Hawcock is the Ashe cake monitor. Sorry, Ashe class, that this is so close to your fantastic Barnardos sale but you are clearly the best people for the job!









CH

· New parent induction days are on Wed 24 June and Monday 6 July 9.00am.  PTA will need to organise teas for both dates and a talk for the second date. Anne to ask Tracy and Alex about opening the school uniform shop.







SD/AF/AP

· Anne presented the children's requests for the stalls they would like to run at the Freshford Fete and we hope for more ideas to follow.  

· The fete committee has vetoed our request for free entry for those families working on stalls as they have an across the board payment policy.  We agreed  that the PTA would pay for those families' entrance to the fete out of PTA funds.  Charlie to liaise with Candy re tickets.
CM

· Tribal Fun Club may come and run activities.   SD to liaise with Jason


SD

· The bouncy castle will this year be being run by the pre-school.

· Sports morning will be held on Tuesday 30 June with the following day as back up in case of  rain.  PTA to supply teas and coffees this year (ensuring that hot liquids are kept well out of the way of the sports) in addition to the usual lollies and soft drinks for the competitors and their siblings. Anne enquired as to whether the PTA is still abiding by the no Nestle products rule and we confirmed that we were doing so wherever possible. 

· The Hinton Charterhouse Fete will be on 4 July.  Susannah will find someone to arrange a rota for the ice cream stall which the PTA runs each year.





SD

· We decided not to run a balloon race this year owing to concerns about the potential damaging impact on the environment of even our biodegradable ballons.  SD to look into an alternative.
SD

· We discussed the autograph books again but in the light of the gifts that school already give the children at the end of their last year (signed T shirt, diocese book and 'You're fantastic!'),it was agreed that this book might be superfluous. We agreed to discuss it again in September.

· Anne suggested a quiz night to be held in the autumn term. This should preferably be on a Friday night and not held too close to the Inn at Freshford's regular monthly quiz. SD to liaise with Richard Blamey re Friends of Freshford quiz nights. We discussed the possibility of providing a simple supper to be included in the entrance fee.  If anyone would be interested in organising the catering for the quiz, (any galloping gourmet dads for example?) please let us know.


SD

Ongoing events

The disco unfortunately has to be cancelled this term as we do not have an organiser. This will doubtless be very disappointing for the children, particularly for the year 6.  However, if someone comes forward very soon we may still be able to get a late booking at the hall.  Is there someone out there who could save the day??

Any other business

Anne reported that the school's relationship with the new village pre-school is already becoming well established.  We are aware that parents with children in both school and pre-school may find themselves called on to help with fundraising for both establishments.  In the light of this, Susannah is to approach the pre-school regarding the possibility of some shared fundraising events in the future.
SD

Date of next meeting

Our last meeting for this school year will be held at the Seven Stars in Winsley on Monday 6 July at 7.45pm.

