WELCOME TO GEORGE CLASS

George Class is made up of 20 Reception children and 10 Year One.

We hope to work together with you, as a partnership, in your child’s learning.

What do we do in George Class?

Classroom Organisation: 
The children in George Class will learn through a balance of child-initiated and adult-led experiences, which have been carefully planned for.

George Class is organised around a workshop approach where there are clear areas for different types of activity eg: writing table, creative area…etc. These areas are well resourced and labelled so that the children can see where things belong. The children are encouraged and enabled to access and use resources independently and take responsibility for clearing them away. On Monday mornings Mrs Cykowski will teach the Year One children their Phonographix session. For the rest of the week Miss Mosley and Mrs Moon will teach all of George Class.

Daily Routines: 
8:55am Registration

10 – 10:15am Fruit Time

10:15 – 10:40am Playtime

12 – 1:15pm Lunchtime

2:35 – 2:50pm Playtime

3:15pm Hometime

Personal Organisation

PE Kits: P.E. is on Friday afternoons. Please can you make sure all PE Kit is clearly labelled with your child’s name. Kit is stored in named boxes in the storeroom by the hall. In winter please could you also provide a sweatshirt and jogging bottoms.

Please take kit home at the end of each term to wash!!

Letters home: Any letters home will be put in your child’s book bag. Please make sure you check it regularly. If your child is away for any reason, we will write their name on the letter and keep it for you until they return. Any correspondence for school, please could you hand directly to Miss Mosley or Mrs Moon. 

Jumpers and Toys: Just outside the cloakroom there is a box for the children to keep their jumpers when they are not wearing them. Children can bring toys in from home to play with at playtimes, but they must be responsible for their own belongings! The toy box helps the children to put their toys back in the same place!

Book Bags and Reading Records: We have a ‘bespoke’ shoe/slipper and book bag cupboard inside the cloakroom!  It helps us ENORMOUSLY if you can encourage your child to store their book bag with their name clearly visible! Please feel free to change your child’s book whenever he/she would like. You are welcome to take any book from the book area. Please choose a book together with your child. At this stage it is absolutely crucial that children enjoy ‘reading’ and develop a love of books. 

The Bookmarks are for you to keep a record of the books you and your child read together at home. We also keep a reading record of the books we read with the children. We read with the children 1:1 and in small groups known as ‘Guided Reading’ sessions.

Every Monday afternoon the children have the opportunity to take a book home from the school library.

Home Learning: At the moment Year 1 children will receive Phonographix home learning and a list of key words to learn. Children in Reception will not receive weekly home learning, as we are very aware that young children get very tired in the first year of full-time school. Sharing books and talking with your child about what he/she has been doing or playing games are the most valuable things you can do with your child at home. There will be a parents’ board with ideas for activities you can do at home, such as copies of songs we sing, play dough recipe etc. We also have a story sack and number sack which the children will take it in turns to bring home.

Communication: In the Autumn and Spring terms we have parent consultations whereby you will have the opportunity to make an appointment to discuss with us how your child is getting on. In the Summer term you will receive an end of year report on your child’s progress. However, if at any time you have any concerns or worries about your child please let us know and we will be more than happy to arrange a time to talk with you (and vice versa).

Sid and Spike: If you are not aware of it already, Sid and Spike are the school Guinea Pigs! The children are very welcome to look after them for a weekend or during the school holidays. If you are interested in doing so there is a ‘Guinea Pig Diary’ in the School Office, where you can put your name down and ‘book’ them out for a weekend!

The Early Years Foundation Stage has four Principles, which guide the work of all early years’ practitioners.

A Unique Child – every child is a competent learner from birth who can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured.

Positive Relationships – children learn to be strong and independent from a base of loving and secure relationships with parents and/or a key person.

Enabling Environments – the environment plays a key role in supporting and extending children’s development and learning.

Learning and Development – children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates and all areas of Learning and Development are equally important and inter-connected.

The Early Years Foundation Stage is made up of six areas of Learning and Development. All areas of Learning and Development are connected to one and another and are equally important. All areas of Learning and Development are underpinned by the Principles.

Personal, social and emotional development:

Successful personal, social and emotional development is critical for young children in all aspects of their lives. It is also a pre-requisite for their success in all other areas of learning. We believe that it is crucial that the children are given experiences and support which enable them to develop a positive sense of themselves.

Personal, Social and Emotional Development is made up of the following aspects:

· Dispositions and Attitudes

· Self-confidence and Self-esteem

· Making Relationships

· Behaviour and Self-control

· Self-care

· Sense of Community

Communication, Language and Literacy: Language and literacy depend on learning and being competent in a number of key skills, together with having the confidence, opportunity, encouragement, support and disposition to use them. 

Communication, Language and Literacy is made up of the following aspects:

· Language for Communication

· Language for Thinking

· Linking Sounds and Letters

· Reading

· Writing

· Handwriting

Problem Solving, Reasoning and Numeracy: Mathematical development, including later numeracy, depends on becoming confident and competent in learning and using key skills. This area of learning includes counting, sorting, matching, seeking patterns and working with numbers, shapes, spaces and measures. Mathematical understanding is developed through a broad range of contexts in which children can explore, enjoy, learn, practise and talk about their developing understanding.

Problem Solving, Reasoning and Numeracy is made up of the following aspects:

· Numbers as Labels and for Counting

· Calculating

· Shape, Space and Measures

Knowledge and Understanding of the World: In this area of learning, children are developing the skills, knowledge and understanding that help them to make sense of their world. Their learning is supported through offering opportunities for them to use a range of tools safely; encounter creatures, people, plants and objects in their natural environments and in real-life situations; undertake practical ‘experiments’; and work with a range of materials.

Knowledge and Understanding of the World is made up of the following aspects:

· Exploration and Investigation

· Designing and Making

· ICT

· Time

· Place

· Communities

Physical Development: The physical development of young children is encouraged through the provision of opportunities for them to be active and interactive and to improve their skills of co-ordination, control, manipulation and movement. They are encouraged to move about, both indoors and outdoors, to develop many of these fundamental skills.

Physical Development is made up of the following aspects:

· Movement and Space

· Health and Bodily Awareness

· Using Equipment and Materials

Creative Development: Creativity is fundamental to successful learning. Children are provided with opportunities to explore and share their thoughts, ideas and feelings, for example, through a variety of art, music, movement, dance, imaginative and role-play activities, mathematics and design and technology.

Creative Development is made up of the following aspects:

· Being Creative – Responding to Experiences, Expressing and Communicating Ideas

· Exploring Media and Materials

· Creating Music and Dance

· Developing Imagination and Imaginative Play

We hope you and your child will have a very happy first year at Freshford School.
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