Freshford Primary School PTA Meeting

Minutes of Meeting 2nd December 2009 at School

Present: 
Amanda Parker, Jo Holt, Caroline Metz, Sally Gupta, Rosie Ritchie, 

Ann Forbes, Sharon Charlton-Thompson, Susannah Duval 

(later: Debbie Brunt, Luci Smolarek, Fiona Cassidy)

Apologies:  
Charlie Murray, Fleur Hitchcock, Karen Mackenzie, Claire Lister,


Ingrid Maher Roberts

The minutes of the last meeting were approved.

The children and families of Freshford School have raised over £5,000  taking part in events organised by the PTA.  This is a huge bite out of the £12,000 we are aiming to raise this year for the new laptops.  Well done everyone! 

FOLLOW-UP ON EVENTS:

Fireworks

A ‘wash-up’ meeting was held after the fireworks to discuss how well things went.  The evening was a massive success this year, raising over £1,700 – a record breaking profit thanks to so many people working so hard to make it an enjoyable evening.  The rain soaked many stalwart helpers during the day but stayed away for the evening.  Thanks to Elizabeth Chatwin and Brownies for organising and running the Lucky Dip and to all the helpers, stall holders, cooks, builders of gazebos, and everyone else (too many to list) that helped.  Next year’s display, traditionally held on a Friday, falls actually on 5th November.  Susannah to speak to Northern Lights to confirm that they will be available for our display on this date. Caroline pointed out that large queues forming at the entrance meant that people were queuing into the road.  Next year to look into bringing the entrance further in or increasing numbers of people helping on entrance to avoid this.  It was felt that we also need more people on security.  Charlie and Susannah to collate files for next year’s organisers.
CM/SD

Jumble Sale

The bi-annual jumble sale made £462.36p.  A very good profit, but somewhat lower than previous winter jumbles, probably due to the dreadful weather on the day and less donations.  The committee to discuss with Hall Bookings whether we could perhaps move the date to October – to be discussed at next meeting.  Thank you all those who helped on the day and those who removed masses of recycling at the end! And thank you, Charlie. Please, please could we have more helpers for the next one.
CM

Christmas Cards

Thank you everyone for buying the beautiful cards your children produced for Christmas.  PTA made £323.50.  Thank you very much to all the teachers who organised the lovely artwork and to Pippa for all her help in collating.  There was general support for doing this fundraiser again but perhaps every other year to allow for different Christmas fundraisers also.  In the future a competition could be run to produce a mixed pack of, say, 10 cards, which could be sold in the Galleries shop and elsewhere to add to profits.  Amanda has asked the same company to send a Calendar proof for us to look at.  Ann Forbes agreed to take a few photos at events, with a view to the PTA producing a calendar next year – perhaps seasonal, with photos of nativity, sports day, arts week, etc..  
AF/AP

Christmas Stall

Many thanks to Amanda and Fleur for organising this.  So far, it has attended the Friends of Freshford Christmas Fair and the Mum’s Market at the Memorial Hall.  Also due to attend the nativity.  Thanks to Sharon for the donating the magic reindeer food and Jo Eke, who kindly donated 10% on all Onya bottles sold on the stall.  The stall has been very successful and any excess stock will be useful for lucky dip prizes and other events in the new year.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Bags-2-School

Due to be collected today at 1.45pm.  Lots of bags in the car park – thank you everyone.  

Little Elves

All in hand.  Helpers organised and Amanda, as ever, sorted out all the ‘contents’.  Thank you Amanda.

PTA Cupboard

Thanks to Fleur and Fiona who cleaned out the PTA cupboard, discarding what hasn’t been needed for years (!) and reorganising it.  It was agreed that anything perishable (including paper and polystyrene should not be stored in the cupboard as it is liable to damp!)  It was also requested that the wine glasses could be moved out of the Uniform Shop to the resources room, to make more room for PTA stuff.  Susannah to ask Pippa.
SD

School Disco

Sally is organiser and has purchased all sweets, drinks, etc. and booked DJ.  It was decided this time not to sell cakes, especially as it is very close to the Nativity where we ask parents to make cakes aswell.  Thank you Sally!

NB:  At present, Sally holds the Bookers card.

Party Time … ‘80’s Night’!

Christmas is here and the 80’s night is being organised by Caroline Metz, Jo Johnson and Debbie Jones (with lots of others on board).  Di Smith has made some great posters and is helping with other decorating and the DJ is booked.  Tickets and raffle tickets are available in the playground.  Caroline asked if lights and decorations could be left up after nativity, which was agreed.  A flyer to go out in bookbags was suggested and Caroline to ask the office about this.  Also Caroline suggested asking Candy to do a publicity board.  The event has been publicised in the Parish Magazine, so all you have to do now is buy your ticket!  There will be a raffle on the night – Woody’s have donated a hamper and there are other prizes as well.  On the night, a request for helpers, please, to clean up at the end.  There will be a bar with snacks. Susannah agreed to talk to Charlie about timing of set up and clear up and Caroline to Speak to Debbie Brunt re. payment to DJ.
CM/DS

Please come along and support this event (and any help would be really great!)
SD/CM

Children’s Parties/Nativity

Ann Forbes and Karen Mackenzie are organising the Christmas events including decorating the school hall on Friday 4th December morning to coincide with decorating classrooms, and decorating the Memorial Hall on Thursday 10th for the Nativity on the 11th.  Greenery is required for the 10th to make bouquets for the Mem Hall – if you can help, please bring along and leave in the car park at school in the large ‘builders bag’.  Thank you.  

It was agreed to buy some more lights for decorating the Memorial Hall – Luci Smolarek and Ann Forbes to look into this.  Fiona Cassidy offered some holographic silver paper 
LS/AF

for use in the decorating.  She agreed to co-ordinate making something with this. 
FC

Nativity Cake Sale

Ann Forbes is sending notes in bookbags to request cakes for the nativity.  No float required as this is traditionally ‘donations’ only.

Cake Sales

It was suggested that the cake sale letter should give the date of the cake sale on it (ie. not ‘next Friday’).  Amanda agreed to alter letter and perhaps put in a few tips about, say, ‘iced cakes are popular’.
AP

Children’s Parties

All the food is provided by parents for the children’s Christmas Parties on the last day of term, Friday 18th December.  Letters are to going out on the 11th.  Susannah has altered them slightly, increasing the amount of food, based on previous years, and sent all of these to Ann.  Ann to distribute.  Lots of Helpers are needed at this event.  
AF

ACCOUNTS

Income

Fireworks made a staggering £1,700 plus.  The sponsorship was very good this year.  Thank you Elaine Curtin (you have a job for life!)  All profit towards the laptop fund.

Jumble Sale took £462. 36p.  

Mill Cake Sale 21 November made £58.21 – well done Mill Class.

Christmas Cards to date have taken £323.50 but there are late orders still to process.

Donation from Freshford Fete is still not known.  Office are enquiring and will let us know.

Uniform Shop in debit with Scholars, which is a matter of practice for the suppliers, but the committee agreed that it would be good to pay this off rather than the uniform shop giving the PTA any money this term.

The Christmas Stall is in profit with lots of stock for use at other events.

IN TOTAL we have £5,022 raised towards our new laptops.  Well done everyone!

Expenditure

Photocopier rental:   £230.31

School Library Service:  £600.00

Christmas Party goods: £170.94

NEXT TERM – FUNDRAISING

Communication

It was agreed that it would be very useful for parents if a clear indication of fund-raising could be seen in the playground.  Nanneke Kingston has kindly offered to make a ‘thermometer’ – a wooden plaque (like a ruler) showing where we are on our target to raise £12,000 this year.  This could be displayed in the playground and shown in assembly so that parents and children were more aware of how money is spent and how we are progressing towards our goal.  This should be early in the new year.
NK

In the meanwhile, Debbie suggested a temporary way of reporting our fundraising achievements before the new year – as the events have been very successful and it is felt we need to really celebrate that.  Amanda suggested a poster to display in the playground and agreed to organise it.
AP

Chocolate Lottery

It was felt that this fundraiser was too high risk and would require selling a lot of chocolate!  It involves buying 500 bars of chocolate @ 60p/bar, in which there are 5 gold tickets awarding the lucky winner with a trip around the Rode factory.

Sponsored Walk

This has now been agreed with the school to take place on Friday 26th March and would involve a walk around the area, maybe 5 miles for juniors and 2 miles for infants (and not too many hills!).  Jenny Aldred has offered the use of her field for gathering in at the end of the walk.  It may be logistically easier to gather back at the school.  Committee to discuss.  Thank you Jenny for kind offer.  Fleur is organising the walk and needs more helpers.  Lots of parents will be needed on the day as the whole school will be walking at once.  Amanda to ask Anne Forrest to contact Ralph Allen, who have recently done a similar walk, to look at their risk assessment and organisation.  It was also mentioned that litter pickers will be needed to trail behind the walk.
AP/All  

School Disco

This is booked in for Wednesday 31st March.

Jumble Sale

Could Charlie Murray please find us a date in March.
CM

Oxfam Bags

This is a similar scheme to the Bags2School but run by Oxfam, with the same rate per tonne on clothes, shoes, etc.  Oxfam also take books, which could increase our tonnage quite a bit.  Ingrid Maher Roberts has kindly agreed to organise.  The date should be made, if possible, for just after the jumble sale.
IMR

Auction of Promises

Alison Riva has agreed to organise an auction around Easter time.
AR

Other Evening Events

The committee discussed another Quiz Night, possibly for families this time, in the summer term.  Sharon has a contact with Combe Down school, where they have had a family quiz with fish and chip supper.

A Barn Dance was also suggested, possibly for the summer.

Sharon also mentioned Race Night, which the Friends of Freshford do here.  FoF reported that profits were low at the last evening.  Sharon to look into other schools who have done this.  Susannah to talk to Richard Blamey about the FoF night.
SCT/SD

Easter Hampers

Committee discussed whether this should be at Easter or should be moved to summer.  To be discussed at next meeting.  (Jo Eke’s crazy daisies would look good in a summer hamper).  


Cake Sale Dates will be discussed at the next meeting.

Class Reps are:

Joyce:    
Luci Smolarek, Caroline Metz

Mill:
Debbie Brunt, Sally Gupta

Ashe:
Gill Crudgington, Nanneke Kingston

BTS:
Gavin Griffiths, Ann Forbes

George:
Fiona Cassidy, Rosie Ritchie

PTA to donate some T-Towels to the Galleries Shop.  Amanda to arrange.
AP

Next Meeting will be held at 9.15am on Tuesday 12th January 2010 at Sally Gupta’s house, 17 Woods Hill (straight up from the Hop Pole)

