Freshford School PTA - Minutes of a meeting held on Tuesday 19 January 2010

 

Present  Sue Miller, Ingrid Maher-Roberts, Jude Lloyd, Gill Crudgington, Fleur Hitchcock, Claire Lister (minutes), Fiona Cassidy, Anne Forrest , Sally Gupta,, Caroline Metz, Rosy Ritchie, Ann Forbes, Elaine Curtin,  Jo Holt, Amanda Parker (in the chair)

 

Apologies Debbie Brunt, Susannah Duval,  Sharon Charlton-Thompson

 

In the absence of an appointed chairman, Amanda offered to chair the meeting.

 

Minutes of the last meeting - Corrections and Apologies
The minutes of the last meeting were discussed and approved with the following corrections. 

In the last minutes we forgot to thank Luci Smolarek for cleaning the PTA school cupboard. Thanks very much Luci, it was really kind of you and we’ll try to keep it tidy!  We also forgot to thank Fleur for helping Amanda with the Christmas stall and Catherine Bruton for organising the school disco with Sally. Thanks so much everyone and sorry we missed you in the last minutes.

 

Projects for Fundraising

 

As you know, we need a massive fundraising effort this year for new laptops. We already have an impressive £5,500 towards our target of £12,000.  Anne reported that some of the hard wiring for the new laptops was installed over the Christmas break. The costs of upgrading the hubs have been met by the school.  The PTA will be buying the laptops themselves and meeting our ongoing commitments, for example, the photocopier. We are not expecting that Arts Week will need much PTA money this year and hope to concentrate our efforts on our main target.

 

Anne explained that it was possible to raise around £80 from each of the old computers by cleaning them up and sending them to a firm that recycles them. This company prescribes a strict (but fairly simple) decommissioning and packaging process. In order to take advantage of this opportunity the existing computers must be decommissioned and sent off by 31 January. If anyone can spare an hour before the end of month to help decommission some of the existing machines and pack them up for transporting (it takes about 15 minutes per machine and Anne assures us you don’t have to be a computer whiz) please see Helen in the office.





ALL

 

We still need to make £6,500 before the summer.  Last year events between January and July raised a little over £2,000 so we really do need to pull out all the fundraising stops this spring and summer.  In an effort to raise awareness of our target amongst the children as well as parents, Nanneke Kingston has offered to make a giant thermometer which will live in school, so that we can track our fundraising in true Blue Peter style. 






NK

 

We are going to have sponsored walk for the whole school on Friday 26 March. We really hope that each family will be able to raise at least £20 in sponsorship towards our target – but don’t let that stop you raising much more than that if you can! Sponsorship forms will be in book bags before the end of term 3. You will see that there is room to personalise your form with a picture. The infants will be walking to Iford and back and the juniors will go on to Farleigh Hungerford Castle and back. There will be marshals and first aiders on the routes and we will let you know about picnic spots and kit requirements nearer the time. If your business would like to sponsor the walk we would love to hear from you, please contact Elaine Curtin on 01225 722898.  Fleur, Amanda and Fiona are checking and measuring the two routes.  Amanda and Fleur will produce a sponsorship form.  Amanda will ask Jo if the school kitchen might be able to provide a hot drink and a treat for the returning hikers. We will need lots of parent help on this day so if you are sometimes free on Fridays and would like to accompany us, please put the date in your diary now.  FH/AP/FC

 

We are planning another Copper amnesty  for 26 February (Mill Cake sale day).  This time we are going to weigh the money for a change (sorry). Will we collect enough coppers to weigh the same as one, two or even three reception children, a couple of juniors, or perhaps just as much as the very long-suffering and exceedingly light Mr Wishart?  Please start collecting those coppers. And we won't turn away your surplus silver either!  Fiona kindly agreed to coordinate this event but she will need some support so please offer if you are able.  Fiona and Amanda will liaise on the details.











FC/AP/ALL

 

Quiz night – We all agreed that our first quiz was such fun that we should do it again. Depending on dates and availability we may have Bob and Gary back (by popular demand) or Sharon C-T  had kindly offered her husband, Paul as quizmaster.  Amanda to check with Sharon, Bob and Gary, and to get possible dates from Charlie Murray for the Memorial Hall.  We would like to hold it before the Easter break if it's possible. Fiona kindly offered to do the bar again and to ask Charlie and Jules whether they might organise the table platters once again while Fleur will decorate the hall. 
AP

 

We also hope to hold an Auction of promises during the summer term and this will be discussed at the next meeting.

 

Regular events

 Cake sales are planned for:

Friday 29 Jan  - Joyce (Gill)

Friday 26 Feb -  Mill (Fiona)

Thursday 1 April  - Ashe  (Amanda)

 

Hampers – Owing to a glut of events just before Easter, we decided to move our hamper raffle on into the summer term, and to draw the winning tickets on the school sports morning. Look out for the new “Summer holiday hamper”! We will be putting out the newly styled hampers for donations next term.  If anyone would like to coordinate the hamper raffle, please let us know.

 

School disco – Sally and Catherine have kindly offered to carry on this grand tradition – next disco planned for Wednesday 31 March.

 

Jumble sale – The next sale will be on 20 March. Charlie Murray, jumble sale organiser supreme, will no longer have a child in the school after September, so could any keen jumble sale organisers please make themselves known.

 

Bags to school – We hope to run this in the spring with collection on 27 April – the same scheme but new providers, Oxfam. This will be quite some time after the school jumble sale but Amanda offered to keep the bags in her big shed, if needed.  Amanda to liaise with Julian Fifield at Oxfam and with Ingrid, who has kindly offered to take this event over.



AP/IM-R

 

Book hamper – Made £31.58, please keep bringing in books and films for the hamper and swap them for something new and a donation in the box. 

 

Accounts

 Although Debbie could not make this meeting she sent a report for our information as follows:

Monies raised:

Christmas stalls made £181.30.

Year 5 Decorations stall made £39.70

The School disco in December made £96.43

The nativity cake sale made a whopping £200.11.

The discotastic 80’s night made over £120 – thanks very much for a great night Caroline and co.

Amanda added that the school has received a cheque for £38.53 from Yellow Moon.  Thanks to all who bought from the Yellow Moon catalogue this season.

Expenditure

NCPTA insurance £92

Photocopier rental £460.62

Christmas parties £71.94

Christmas lights £35.95

Miscellaneous £85.93

  

Review of fundraising 

 

Christmas jollifications – Many thanks to Ann and Karen who took on the lion share of organising the children's parties and decorations.  And a very big “thank you” to everyone who provided food, helped with decorations, elfing duties, catering and clearing. We all agreed that the children had a terrific time.

 We discussed ways of improving the method of requesting party food from home, as were a little nervous that there might not be enough on the day.  Amanda agreed to liaise with Anne on the best way for us to organise the food on the day.   Sally pointed out that the Christmas lights (icicles in particular) were failing. We believe Susannah has already made some improvements but Claire offered to check and ditch any that have had it. We may need to invest in more next season.  The stars were great – thanks Fiona for this idea - we are hoping to use them again next year.
AP/CL

80's disco.  This event was extremely good fun and we are only sorry more people couldn't make it on the night, but we do understand that it was a busy time in the Christmas run-up.  However, Caroline has quite rightly received lots of enthusiastic feedback and interest in doing another disco before too long.  Tom Saunders has very kindly offered his time to DJ for us at cost price (ie. to pay for hire of lights etc) as long as he has plenty of advance notice.  So let's give it another go next year.  Meanwhile many thanks to Caroline, Evan, Andy and Debs, Jo and everyone else for all their great work in setting this up.

AOB

The PTA bunting is still for hire for parties – please speak to Charlie Murray if you would like to reserve it.

There are some great ideas in the pipeline for fundraising events but we would still love to hear from you with ideas for fundraisers big or small. If you have an idea, please come along to a meeting so that we can discuss your plans, provide support and approve any expenditure.

Amanda was asked by Pippa if a copy of any PTA correspondence sent out could please go to the office.  Will anyone copying information to parents please copy Pippa in? Thank you!
ALL

 

Date of next meeting

We have had two very well attended daytime meetings  - it seems that people are voting with their feet for a regular daytime slot. We are going to test this theory and have an evening meeting next time just to see if we draw the same excellent crowd. The next meeting is after half term, Monday 22 February at The Inn at Freshford at 7.45. Please come along. Amanda will be emailing likely attendees nearer the time with a reminder.  If you would like to be included on this email (or would like to unsubscribe!) please contact Amanda on maudie@jammy.eclipse.co.uk, thank you.

 

 

 

