Minutes of the PTA meeting.  Inn at Freshford   22nd February 2010

Present:  Anne Forrest, Fleur Hitchcock, Sally Weedon, Amanda Smith, Holly Tarquini, Charlie Murray, Ann Forbes.

Apologies:  Caroline Metz, Debbie Brunt, Sarah McCurdie, Sue Miller, Ingrid Maher-Roberts, Fiona Cassidy, Sally Gupta, Susannah Duval, Ruth Talboys, Gill Crudgington.

Amendments to  the Minutes of the last meeting:  

· Note that we made £2,000 from regular events, and more from others.  

· It should read that we have made ｣5000 towards our target, not £5,500.  

· Fiona Cassidy volunteered to count the money from the copper amnesty not co-ordinate it.

Projects for fundraising:  24 classroom PCs have now been bought.  The Medlock Trust have match funded £11,272 in total.  They will give us £5,636 towards our ICT upgrades this year and the remaining £5,636 next year. This means the PTA still has to raise £11,272 to secure the match funding.  Nick Lamb from NEXUS has advised us on the computer purchases together with Schools ICT services, and Nick will be working with staff on the forthcoming inset day.  Thanks to Gill Crudgington and others, some of our old computers have been recycled which will lead to a return of between £1,000 and £2,000.

Accounts:  the meeting agreed to pay the £5,000 already raised over to the school now. Anne said  that the  School is very grateful for the work put in by the PTA.

Copper Amnesty:  Finishes on Friday.     We are hoping to raise enough copper to weigh as much as a reception child at the very least.

Evening Event with John Abbot:  Wednesday 17th March 7.30pm. Someone is needed to sell a glass of wine.  Charlie kindly agreed to do this and to get the wine but will check with Caroline to see what is left from 80s disco. This will require an events licence – AF will talk to Clare Lister tomorrow.

Jumble Sale:  We are really grateful to Charlie for running the jumble sales for so many years but the good news is that Holly Tarquini and Ruth Talboys have volunteered to run the Jumble sale in the autumn. Thank you both very much!  Charlie will run her last jumble on 20th March. 2.00pm. and will as ever need lots of helpers.  Do please come forward as the jumble sales are a no risk way of the PTA raising money.  

N.B Medium sized cardboard boxes are a good way of delivering your jumble as they help with the packing up afterwards. Any extra boxes would be gratefully received on the day.

Oxfam:  the bags will be collected from school on Wednesday 28th April at 10.15am.  However, we have a storage problem – does anyone have a dry mouse-free place to store Jumble for a month?  Ingrid is in charge of the Oxfam bags but if anyone can offer storage please come forward and talk to Amanda or Ingrid.

Sponsored Walk:  

· Neighbourhood Police have been contacted about accompanying walks  – one for each (infant and junior).  

· Fleur has spoken to the Hignets at Iford who are aware of the walk crossing their land and have kindly offered their car park for the children to have a picnic lunch.  

· Unfortunately Farliegh Hungerford castle is still closed until April 1st so the Juniors will have to walk to Farleigh but then back to Iford to eat.  

· Charlie will contact the housekeeper at Iford and see if there are any loos to use and any chance of putting up Gazebos, in case of inclement weather.  

· Sally W. pointed out that the fields are presently laced with electric fences. 

· We need to ring the Hignets a week beforehand to see what issues there are.  AF suggested a proper letter on School notepaper stating our needs and intentions.

· We need to do a risk assessment. Amanda to take a risk assessment form on the walk and consult with school over risks.   

· Amanda has planned both walks and will do the junior one.  Tracey has agreed to do the infant walk.  Holly has a ‘garmen’! This device will show the route on a screen so that the routes can be more widely known!  

· Sponsorship forms have gone out, hopefully children are amassing sponsorship.  Few spares in the office if you are without a form for any reason.

· Jo Erscott has very kindly agreed to make biscuits but the PTA will pay for the ingredients.  

· Last minute arrangements to be sorted out at the next PTA meeting on 23rd March.  

Disco:  Children’s disco on Wednesday 31st March, in Memorial Hall – Sally G. and Catherine B. are geared up to do it, and thanks to them for this .

Cake sales:  One this Friday at the copper weigh in.  Mill are cooking. Final cake sale this term is Thursday 1st April.  Ashe.  Future cake sale dates to be confirmed at the next meeting.

Sainsbury’s bag packing:  Sally Weedon, suggested that Junior children could do supermarket bag packing.   She has provisionally booked Saturday  24th April at Sainsbury’s.  It would require a number of people to do 1 ｽ hr shifts with small groups of children.  Perhaps from 9 – 4.  The meeting decided that this should go ahead and Sally W. will see if enough helpers are available – both adults and children.  It was thought this was a good ‘no risk’ way of earning money.  Please will class reps liaise with Sally on this?

Quiz night:  This was very popular, and we would like to organise another. We need a quiz master – possibly Gary and Bob – or Mr Charlton-Thomson.  Charlie agreed to do platters again, Fleur decorate the hall and it was hoped that someone might step forward to run the bar.  Dates suggested were Friday May 7th or Friday  May 21st  at 7.30.  Gary and Bob will be approached in the first instance as they did such a good job last time.

Hampers raffle:  This will happen at Sports day – 1st July.  Including a summer holiday hamper/ sports, children's etc.  We need a co-ordinator for this, which involves getting the actual receptacles and advertising in the classrooms for things to fill them.  We need to check on raffle status – do we need a licence?  Susannah has  raffle ticket software which we could request to use to print the tickets as they were so good before.

Other summer events:  We have booked the village hall for either a barn dance/ceilidh or auction of promises – Friday 9th July ?  Investigations in both directions will be made by Amanda. 

Fireworks:  We need a co-ordinator and a committee very soon.  As our celebration will be on the  5th November we will need to book the fireworks  and sort out insurance for that date.   Would anyone like to step forward at this point?

Review:

Boden sale:  Ann Forbes reported on the Boden sale that was held on 11th Feb. At the moment the sale seems to have raised about £320 to be shared between the school and the preschool.  Thanks are due to Ann and all those that gave their time and mirrors.  Ann says that she’s got lots of raffle tickets left over and tablecloths.   The success of this raises the idea that we might like to do other events with the preschool for fundraising.

AOB

Amanda has been emailing people for PTA meetings, those who aren’t in the directory or perhaps have changed their email addresses, do email Amanda to get included in the list: maudieatjammy.eclipse.co.uk.

Amanda has been sent the ‘Invitation’ book again, but the meeting felt we didn’t want to do it again.

Friends of Freshford have a quiz on 5th March at the Memorial Hall.  £10 a head.

Thanks are due to many, including:

Gerard Coles (Crow) for the valuation of the picture that Helen Lorraine spotted at the Jumble sale and which raised some significant money at auction for the PTA.

Ann Forbes for organising the Boden sale, which has raised money for both PTA and Pre school.

Nanneke for the beautifully painted fundraising thermometer which is in the office. Children will be filling this up with colourful stickers as we approach our target. The question was asked: does the thermometer celebrate everything that the PTA have done? Could we have a large blob on the bottom to celebrate the ｣5000 already raised?  This is to be looked into, in consulation with Nanneke.

Gill Crudgington for all her time on the computer recycling programme.

And all the people who have baked and brought in cakes, and to those who have sold them.  This is a steady source of income for the PTA.

Huge thanks are due to Amanda for holding it all together in the absence of a properly appointed chairman – would anyone like to volunteer?  

Date of next meeting:  Tuesday 23rd March at 1.30pm in school, on the mezzanine.

